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Introduction

The Joint Secretariat of the Interreg Hungary-Slovakia Programme on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade of Hungary and Ministry of Investment, Regional Development and Informatization of
the Slovak Repubilic is launching Call for assessors to select territorial assessors to join the Programme’s
Pool of Assessors.

The Interreg Hungary-Slovakia Programme operates within the 2021-2027 financial framework of the
European Union as a part of the Cohesion Policy. The overall aim of the Programme is to eliminate
administrative and legal obstacles on the Hungarian-Slovak border, build up mutual trust between the
citizens of Hungary and Slovakia and to make the border region more competitive, inclusive and envi-
ronmentally friendly. These aims are transformed into different specific objectives described in the In-
terreg Programme document. Territorial assessors are expected to have high-level, professional expe-
rience respective to regional development and/or spatial planning and programming in the relevant
county or higher territorial unit area at the time of application. The present Call is addressed to the
delegates of regional government of a county or higher territorial unit for the establishment of a pool
assessors to support the Managing Authority, National Authority and the Joint Secretariat in the selection
process of operations.

Only the assessors registered in the Pool of Assessors can take part in the assessment process as
territorial assessors.

Tasks to be accomplished

The task of the territorial assessor is to support the Managing Authority, National Authority and the Joint
Secretariat in the selection of operations via ensuring that the territorial considerations of the regional
government of a county or higher territorial unit (HTU) they represent are enforced. This task includes
the followings activities:

e participation on briefings and trainings organized by the Joint Secretariat;

e acquaintance of relevant programme documents (e.g. Interreg Programme, Application pack-

age, Methodology and criteria for selection of projects etc.);
e content-wise assessment of project proposals as follows:
o appraise each criterion of the assessment grid with a score accompanied by a clear

qualitative statement in English language justifying the given score;
discuss the assessment in the frame of consensus meeting;
provide further additional comments at the request of the JS;
provide assistance to the Monitoring Committee;
assist the complaint handling procedure if necessary.
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Thematic fields of evaluation

The selected actions contribute to the protection and preservation of the natural capital that creates the
basic conditions for human existence. These conditions include fertile soil, multifunctional forests and
productive land. One of the main cohesion elements of the border region is its landscape structure which
creates solid ground for joint actions. The selected actions contribute to nature conservation and preser-
vation, improvement of the quality of forests and soil, increasing of the biodiversity on the programme
area and the development of green infrastructure.

Nature conservation and preservation

Wetlands, natural and near-natural forests are vital for biodiversity, society and in combat against the
climate change. By conservation of forests and restoration of wetlands the action contributes to reducing
the CO? emissions and to the protection of ecosystems critical for safeguarding biodiversity.

Soils are a vital resource, delivering soil functions and many essential ecosystem services such as water
and nutrient cycle regulation, food production, providing a physical basis for construction, and providing
habitat for various species. The key soil threats are erosion, floods and landslides, loss of soil organic
matter, salinization, contamination, compaction, sealing, and loss of soil biodiversity. Measure supports
among others cross-border initiatives that

e protect and restore natural wetlands, grasslands and shrubs;

e provide biodiversity-friendly afforestation, reforestation, tree-planting and re-grassing;

e promote agroforestry and activities significantly contributing to prevention of soil degradation

and preservation of soil functions;
e involve local communities through awareness-raising educational campaigns;
e support nature-friendly forest management.

Biodiversity

Biodiversity is made up of the diversity of genes, the diversity of species and the diversity of entire
ecosystems. The loss of biodiversity is the loss of species and reduction in the productivity and resilience
of entire ecosystems. Measure supports among others cross-border initiatives that

e encourage the conservation and restocking of native (landscape) climate-resilient species, and

habitats;

e support the conservation and protection of the genetic resources of forest tree species;
enhance cultivation and breeding of native plant and animal species as well as new and inno-
vative forms - e.g. agroforestry;
ensure the protection of the habitats and breeding grounds of endangered species;
track, control, and eliminate invasive species;
supports the increase of biodiversity in agricultural areas (afforestation, shrubbery, deep-sea);
monitor wildlife migration corridors;
revitalize habitats and prevent habitat fragmentation;
involve local communities through awareness-raising educational campaigns;
increase environmental awareness of habitats and biodiversity and expand the network of in-
stitutions with such educational activities in the natural environment.
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Green infrastructure
Green infrastructure is network of natural and semi-natural areas with other environmental features de-
signed and managed to deliver a wide range of ecosystem services such as water purification, air quality,
space for recreation and climate mitigation and adaptation. Proposed actions improve environmental
conditions via the development of the network of green (land) and blue (water) spaces therefore improve
the citizens' health and quality of life. Measure supports among others cross-border initiatives that main-
tain, reconnect and enhance green infrastructure such as

e parks, greenways, river corridors;
multifunctional farms;
fish ladders, fish passage, fish sluice on border rivers;
green walls and roofs;
reed bed;
wildlife overpass;
wildflower verge, sandy grassland;
beehives;
hedgerows;
nest boxes, trays, burrows, bat protection devices.

The action contributes to increase the cross-border risk-management capacity in the border region and
to improve the coordination and reaction capabilities of organisations involved into risk management.

Flood risk and water management
However, flood events are a part of nature, society has become more vulnerable to natural hazards. The
proposed actions contribute to the shift from defensive action against hazards to management of the
risk and living with floods, bearing in mind that flood prevention should not be limited to flood events.
The quality of surface waters has improved over recent decades but still pollution from agriculture, urban
and industrial wastewater nevertheless remain significant. Measure supports among others cross-border
initiatives that

e strengthen cross-border institutional co-operation of competent authorities;

e restore rivers' natural flood zones in order to reactivate the ability of natural wetlands and
floodplains to retain water and alleviate flood impacts;
build up early warning and forecast systems;
improve flood protection infrastructure;
supporting the replacement of small watercourses;
remove harmful and persistent substances from surface water bodies;
improve water management and water resource conservation related to flood protection;
assess tourism potential of water bodies;
involve local communities through awareness-raising educational campaigns.

Disaster risk management
In recent years, the EU has seen a wide range of adverse events that caused the devastation of human
life, property, the environment and cultural heritage. The action contributes to increase the cross-border
disaster risk-management capacity in the border region and to improve the coordination and reaction
capabilities of organisations involved in disaster risk management. Measure supports among others
cross-border initiatives that
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e strengthen cross-border institutional cooperation of competent authorities;

e address extreme weather conditions that pose a serious hydrological threat, extremely de-
structive storms, hail, drought with a lack of drinking water;

e monitor and analyse relevant micro pollutants and pollutant (pesticides, pharmaceuticals and
their metabolites, industrial pollution) in drinking water;

e improve infrastructural background for provision of water for human consumption (extraction,
treatment, storage and distribution infrastructure, efficiency measures, drinking water supply);

e monitor and analyse water quality and quantify significant pressures on surface waters;

e remove harmful and persistent substances from surface water bodies;

e improve infrastructure preventing or eliminating risks posed by natural and man-made haz-
ards;

e enhance the public awareness, preparedness and participation of citizens.

Under the influence of processes such as globalization, modernization and urbanisation rural municipal-
ities see their authenticity, the identity, the traditions of places becoming undermined making them less
capable to work on the preservation of their local identity. This action enables to rural and small urban
areas to sustain and strengthen their local identities. This is mainly carried out in the form of activities
concerning place making activities; thereby strongly linking local identity to place identity. The action
contributes to the improvement of the life-quality and preservation of local values and traditions. The
action supports among others cross-border initiatives that
e valorise cultural, historical and religious heritage sites ensuring its sustainable utilization for
community-building and cultural purposes increasing the life-quality of the local community;
e promote “smart and competitive villages” in rural areas that use innovative solutions to im-
prove their resilience, building on local strengths and opportunities.
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Eligibility requirements

Territorial assessor(s) has to be delegated by counties or higher territorial units having voting mandate
in the Programme’s Monitoring Committee. Candidates are preferred to be staff members of the ad-
ministration body of the delegating county or higher territorial unit.

Education
Candidates are required to have college or university degree (at least Bachelor’s degree, completed
with a diploma).

Professional experience

Candidates must have at least 5 years of professional experience on the field of regional development
and/or spatial planning and programming in the relevant county or higher territorial unit area at the
time of application.

Language skills
Candidates must have advanced command of English.

Remuneration

Territorial assessors perform the assessment on honorary basis. Assessment duties of the assessors
delegated by the relevant administration body shall be incorporated into the candidate’s working sched-
ule. In case the candidate is an external service provider, remuneration shall be ensured by the delegat-
ing authority.

Conflict of Interest

For each task, assessors must demonstrate appropriate ethical conduct and must respect the confiden-
tiality of the information and documents to which they will have access. Assessors cannot have any
conflict of interest in connection to the selection of the applications. This means, they may not be per-
sonally involved in project-elaboration, coordination or linked to another projects or activities imple-
mented by the entities submitting project application. Furthermore, assessors have to be professionally
independent from the voting member of the Monitoring Committee and cannot participate in the selec-
tion procedure as members of the Monitoring Committee.

Assessors are required to sign a Declaration of confidentiality and impartiality according to the attached
template proving that there is no conflict of interest between their works and performing the duties of
assessor.
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Application

Applications have to include the following documents:
e professional CV (candidates must provide evidence that they possess the required profes-
sional experience);
o delegation decree (headed paper of the delegating authority signed by the chair or the su-
pervising representative responsible for the regional development or Interreg Programmes).

This is a continuously open call with no deadline. The documents shall be sent electronically to the e-
mail address: application@skhu.eu. Please indicate in the subject the following text: “HUSK-2302-
CFA”

When submitting an application within the Interreg Hungary-Slovakia Programme as a natural person
(referred to: the Person) the Person gives consent that within the Interreg Hungary-Slovakia Programme
for its implementation the personal data provided by the Person shall be handled in line with the relevant
national and EU regulations. The condition for submitting an application within the Interreg Hungary-
Slovakia Programme is to understand and accept the present privacy policy.

Applicants will be assessed by the Selection Committee composed by the Managing Authority, National
Authority and Joint Secretariat. Selection process will be conducted based on the criteria set by the
current Call for Assessors. Applicants will be informed about the result of the selection process via e-
mail in due time.

Selected applicants will be included into the Pool of Assessors. Please note that being registered in the
Pool of Assessors does not imply any obligations on JS and Széchenyi Programme Office Nonprofit
LLC. regarding the assignment of project proposals to the selected assessors.
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